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1. BEGIN SUMMARY: TWO RECENT PRC DELEGATION VISITS TO OKINAWA 
HAVE BEEN NOTABLY BLAND, GIVING LOCAL LEFTISTS NO USEFUL ANTI-U.S. 
HEADLINES. END SUMMARY. 

2. TWO MORE PRC DELEGATIONS TO OKINAWA HAVE RECENTLY FOLLOWED AN 
EARLIER ONE IN MAY THIS YEAR. EIGHT MEMBERS OF THE PRC GOODWILL 
ECONOMIC AND TRADE MISSION VISITING JAPAN CAME TO OKINAWA ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SEPTEMBER 27-28. THE GROUP MADE THE STANDARD COURTESY CALLS ON 
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REFORMIST LEADERS, MET WITH BUSINESS LEADERS, AND VISITED LOCAL 
ATTRACTIONS SUCH AS SHURI CASTLE AND THE PERIMETER OF KADENA 
AIR BASE. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, OKINAWANS MADE THE 
STANDARD PITCH FOR INCREASED TRADE, PARTICIPATION IN EXPO, AND 
CLOSER CULTURAL RELATIONS. THE PRC REPRESENTATIVES REPORTEDLY 
REPLIED BLANDLY THAT PCR-OKINAWA TRADE WOULD SURELY DEVELOP IN 
THE FUTURE. 

3. PRC COUNSELOR OF EMBASSY LI LIEN CHING, ACCOMPANIED BY THREE 
SECRETARIES OF EMBASSY, A DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE JAPAN-CHINA 
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION (ORTHODOX) AND A VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
TOKYO PRC OVERSEAS CHINESE ASSOCIATION, VISITED OKINAWA ON 
OCTOBER 3-7, OSTENSIBLY TO ATTEND THE PRC NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS 
ORGANIZED BY PRC-LEANING CHINESE IN OKINAWA. AT THE OCTOBER 3 
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RECEPTION, NAHA MAYOR RYOSHO TAIRA REPORTEDLY PROPOSED THAT A 
PRC CONSULATE BE ESTABLISHED IN NAHA, THAT A SUBMARINE CABLE BE 
LAID BETWEEN THE PRC AND OKINAWA, AND THAT SISTER CITY RELATIONS 
BE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN NAHA AND FOOCHOO, THE TRADITIONAL PORT FOR 
CHINA-RYUKYUAN TRADE. DELEGATION APPARENTLY AVOIDED DIRECT 
RESPONSE. DURING THE VISIT, THE GROUP CALLED ON GOVERNOR YARA, 

AND OTHER LOCAL OFFICIALS BUT DID NOT CONTACT THE EXPO OFFICE. MAIN 
PURPOSE OF VISIT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN CONTACT WITH ABOUT 300 PRO- 
PEKING OVERSEAS CHINESE IN OKINAWA. 

4. COMMENT: THE VISITS UNDERLINED THE PRC'S CONTINUING MILD 
INTEREST IN OKINAWA, AS OPPOSED TO THE OKINAWAN REFORMIST LEADERS' 
AND CONSERVATIVE BUSINESSMEN'S STRONG DESIRE TO GET SOMETHING GOING. 
THE CHINESE DELEGATIONS HAVE AVOIDED SCRUPULOUSLY GIVING OKINAWAN 
REFORMISTS ANY ANTI-U.S. BASE HEADLINES, A STANCE THE REFORMISTS 
MUST FIND IRRITATING. THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE LIKELIHOOD THAT A 
PRC CONSULATE WILL OPEN IN NAHA IN THE NEAR FUTURE; HOWEVER, PRC 
PARTICIPATION IN EXPO, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND IS BEING DISCUSSED AT 
THE TOKYO LEVEL, WOULD PROBABLY SATISFY TEMPORARILY OKINAWAN 
DESIRES FOR A PRC PRESENCE. 

SYLVESTER 
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